INTRODUCTION
The etiology of biliary obstruction may occasionally be obscured by the presence of a benign tumor. Benign tumors of the extrahepatic biliary tract are uncommon, and in the USA the incidence is reported at 1 to 2 cases per 100,000 population 1. These benign tumors consist primarily of hyperplastic (adenomatous and adenomyomatous), polypoid and granular cell tumors. Abrikossoff first described granular cell tumors (GCT) in 1926 and attributed their origin to striated muscle cells2. Granular cell tumors constitute only 1.1% of all benign tumors of the biliary tract and are considered rare in any location3. However, these nonmetastasizing lesions have been found in the oral cavity, skin or subcutaneous tissue, female reproductive tract4, breast5, pituitary gland6, gastrointestinal tract7, and bronchi.
Granular cell tumors occur in the biliary tree. They are most commonly seen in young black women, and generally arise at the confluence of the cystic, hepatic, and common bile duct leading to obstruction. At operation, a 2 cm smooth, oval tumor was found to involve the proximal common hepatic duct. The tumor had a firm, yellow, filamentous quality. Frozen section diagnosed the lesion as a granular cell tumor. Due to the lesion's proximal location, a Roux-en-Y hepaticojejunostomy was performed to assure adequate proximal resection margins. Distally, resection of the biliary system was extended to the level of the pancreas where frozen section confirmed the margins to be free of tumor. Permanent histologic examination of the specimen showed the resection margins to be free of tumor. The tumor was composed of large polygonal cells with distinct cell borders, small nuclei and an acidophilic granular cytoplasm. These granules were periodic acid-Schiff positive. Staining for S-100 protein was not performed.
The patient did well post operatively and was discharged home with normal liver functions six days post operatively. She remains in good health one year later. 
DISCUSSION
Granular cell tumors were first described by Abrikossoff in 
